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June 10, 2026 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Burr. 
 
 The invocation was given by Brenda Hanson. 
 
 The Attendance Roll Call disclosed two Legislators absent – Boberg and Helmich. 
 
 

* * * * * * 
 

There being no amendments or objections thereto, Chairman Burr noted that the minutes of the 
May 27, 2026 session stand approved as presented. 

 
 

* * * * * * 
APPOINTMENTS: 

Youth Bureau Advisory Board 
Indefinite Term 

 
Nora Santiago, Youth Representative 

  
   

* * * * * * 
 
 

ACT NO. 222-2026 by Mr. Benson and Mr. Helmich 
 

BID ACCEPTANCE FOR 2026 BRIDGE WASHING AND  
BRIDGE DECK SEALING PROGRAM 

 
Pursuant to Section 103 of the General Municipal Law and 

Section 131-b of the Highway Law. 
 
  WHEREAS, the Clerk of the Legislature was authorized to advertise for sealed bids for the 
2026 Bridge Washing of 226 BINs and Bridge Deck Sealing of 27 BINs, according to bid specifications and 
general information provided by the Public Works Committee, and 
  WHEREAS, the lowest bid received meeting specifications for the provision of the 
aforementioned 2026 Bridge Washing and Bridge Deck Sealing Program was the bid of Hunting Valley 
Construction, Inc., 825 Rein Road, Cheektowaga, New York 14225, in the amount of $347,944.00, to be 
paid as invoiced and approved by the Department of Public Works, and 
  WHEREAS, the 2026 Bridge Washing and Bridge Deck Sealing Program is a federal-aid 
project (PIN 5764.10) and the award of this contract to Hunting Valley Construction, Inc., is contingent 
upon the approval of the NYS Department of Transportation, and 
  WHEREAS, the term of the contract shall commence within ten (10) days of the effective 
date of contract and shall be completed by September 30, 2026, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the bid of Hunting Valley Construction, Inc., be, and the same hereby is, 
accepted, and be it further 
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  RESOLVED, that the vouchers accordingly certified by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Works be audited by the Auditor and paid by the County Treasurer. 
 
No State Bid. 
Fourteen sets of specifications were sent out. 
One bid was received that met specifications. 
 
 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Public Works 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 223-2026 by Mr. Benson and Mr. Helmich 
  

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH 
 MXI ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, LLC FOR 

 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM 
 

Pursuant to Sections 226-b and 450 of the County Law. 
 
  WHEREAS, Act 292-2023, as amended by Act 212-2025, authorized a contract with Clean 
Harbors Environmental Services, Inc., for the collection, transportation and disposal of household 
hazardous waste for Cattaraugus County residents, the term of which expired May 31, 2026, and 
  WHEREAS, the County Department of Public Works is desirous of conducting one (1) 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day per year for the collection of limited quantities of non-usable 
oil-based paint, select non-chlorinated solvents, corrosives, pesticides and miscellaneous other home 
chemicals, such as chemistry sets, pool chemicals and photograph chemicals, and 
  WHEREAS, MXI Environmental Services, LLC, 26319 Old Trail Road, Abingdon, Virginia 
24210, has been recommended to provide for the collection, transportation and disposal of household 
hazardous waste for Cattaraugus County residents, for an estimated amount of $21,600.00 per year based 
on estimated quantities, in accordance with the following schedule: 
Based on 200 vehicles participating in each event 

Operations  Price 
Site Set-up Fee - This fee shall include all contractor costs associated with the operation of 
each event such as personnel, equipment, supplies, analytical, emergency response fee, 
and document preparation charge 
 

$8,000.00 
Flat fee per event 

Item for Disposal 
(Includes Transportation) 

Contractor's 
Estimated 

Generation 

Minimum Weight of Filled 
Container 

PRICE 
Rate/Unit 

Processable Paints & Varnishes  8   Flex Bins 
0   55 gal. drums 

500 min. lbs./Flex Bin 
150 min. lbs./55 gal. drum 

$0/cu. yd. box 
$0/55 gal. drum 

Flammable Resins & Adhesives  2   Flex Bins 
0   55 gal. drums 

500 min. lbs./Flex Bin 
150 min. lbs./55 gal. drum 

$700.00/cu. yd. box 
$275.00/55 gal. drum 

Organic Liquids, Flammable Liquids and Solvents 
(Other than 55 gal. drum, indicate size)   

2   Flex Bins 
8   55 gal. drums 

500 min. lbs./Flex Bin 
400 min. lbs./55 gal. drum 

$700.00/55 gal. drum 
$275.00/55 gal. drum 

Aerosols  2   Flex Bins 
1   55 gal. drums 

500 min. lbs./Flex Bin 
125 min. lbs./55 gal. drum 

$700.00/cu. yd. box 
$200.00/55 gal. drum 

Chemicals: 
Oxidizers, Acids and Bases  

12 55 gal. drums 
0   30 gal. drums 

150 min. lbs./55 gal. drum 
100 min. lbs./30 gal. drum 

$300.00/55 gal. drum 
$200.00/30 gal. drum 
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0     5 gal. drums  40 min. lbs./5 gal. drum $150.00/5 gal. drum 
Pesticides – Liquid & Solid  8   55 gal. or 

     1000 lbs. 
150 min. lbs./55 gal. drum $300.00/55 gal. drum 

Antifreeze  2   55 gal. drums 400 min. lbs./55 gal. drum $275.00/55 gal. drum 
Mercury  1     5 gal. drums  15 min. lbs./55 gal. drum $450.00/5 gal. drum 

and 
  WHEREAS, sufficient funds are included in the budget to cover the costs of the 
aforementioned services, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute a contract, on behalf of Cattaraugus County, with MXI Environmental Services, LLC, for the 
provision of the above-described services, for a term commencing June 1, 2026 and terminating May 31, 
2027, with the option of two (2) one-year extensions under the same terms, rates and conditions, 
according to the above-described terms. 
 
 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Public Works 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 224-2026 by Mr. Benson and Mr. Helmich 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH  
GREENMAN-PEDERSEN, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT, 

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION FOR 2026 
BRIDGE WASHING AND BRIDGE DECK SEALING PROGRAM WITH BRIDGE-BAT SURVEYS   

 
Pursuant to Section 131-b of the Highway Law and  

Section 450 of the County Law. 
 

  WHEREAS, the County is in need of construction support, construction inspection and 
contract administration services for the 2026 Bridge Washing and Bridge Deck Sealing Program, and 
  WHEREAS, the County is also in need of Bridge-Bat Surveys in relation to the Bridge 
Washing and Bridge Deck Sealing Program, and 
  WHEREAS, Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI), 403 Main Street, Suite 330, Buffalo, New York 
14203, can provide the necessary construction support and inspection services, contract administration, 
and surveys for the aforementioned Bridge Washing and Bridge Deck Sealing Program, for an amount not 
to exceed $80,000.00, to be paid on a cost-plus basis as determined by the Department of Public Works, 
and 
  WHEREAS, this program is 80% federal (CFDA #20.205) and 20% County funded, and  
  WHEREAS, sufficient funds are included in the budget to cover the cost of the 
aforementioned services, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute a contract, on behalf of Cattaraugus County, with Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI), for the 
provision of the above-described construction support, construction inspection and contract 
administration services and the bridge-bat surveys, for a term commencing May 26, 2026 and terminating 
March 31, 2027, according to the above-described terms. 
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 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Public Works 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 225-2026 by Mrs. Andreano and Mr. Helmich 
  

BID ACCEPTANCE FOR BUS AND VAN SERVICES ON BEHALF  
OF COUNTY OF CATTARAUGUS 

 
Pursuant to Sections 363 and 365 of the County Law and 

Section 103 of the General Municipal Law. 
 
  WHEREAS, the Clerk of the Legislature was authorized to advertise for sealed bids for bus 
and van services within geographic areas to meet the needs of individuals serviced by the County Health 
Department and the Department of the Aging and Youth Services, according to specifications provided by 
the Human Services Committee, and 
  WHEREAS, the geographic areas have been designated as: 
  Zone 1 - Franklinville area 
  Zone 2 - Olean area 
  Zone 3 - Randolph area 
  Zone 4 - Springville League 

Zone 5 -  Angola area 
Zone 6 -  Fredonia area 
Zone 7 -  Sinclairville area, 

and 
  WHEREAS, the lowest bids meeting specifications for Zones 1-7 were received from 
Corvus Bus & Charter, Inc., 2480 Falconer-Frewsburg Road, Jamestown, New York 14701, with a local 
office at 2429 Route 16 N., Olean, New York 14760, in the following amounts for the period July 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2027: 
Destination Zone 1 - Franklinville: 

Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 1 Vehicle 

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle       

 (5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
Type 1 Vehicle          

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day 
Type 2 Vehicle       

 (5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $399.00 $449.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $399.00 $449.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $85.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $85.00    

 
Destination Zone 2 - Olean: 

Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 1 Vehicle 

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle   

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $399.00 $449.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $399.00 $449.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $85.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $85.00    
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Destination Zone 3 - Randolph: 
Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 

Type 1 Vehicle 
(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle  

 (4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle 

 (5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $459.00 $499.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $459.00 $499.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $50.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $50.00    

 
Destination Zone 4 – Springville League: 

Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 1 Vehicle 

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle   

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $439.00 $524.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $439.00 $524.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $50.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $50.00    
     

Destination Zone 5 – Angola: 
Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 

Type 1 Vehicle 
(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle   

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $459.00 $499.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $459.00 $499.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $50.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $50.00    

 
Destination Zone 6 – Fredonia: 

Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 1 Vehicle 

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle   

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle 

 (5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $459.00 $499.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $459.00 $499.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $50.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip $50.00    

 
Destination Zone 7 – Sinclairville: 

Category $ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 1 Vehicle 

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Vehicle/Full Day 
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

$ Round Trip/Day 
 Type 1 Vehicle   

(4 or less students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.)* 

$ Round Trip/Day  
Type 2 Vehicle  

(5 to 16 students, plus 
Driver & Driver Asst.) 

Vehicle/Full Day $459.00 $499.00 N/A N/A 
Round Trip/Day N/A N/A $459.00 $499.00 
Driver Assistant/Full Day $50.00    
Driver Assistant/Round Trip          $50.00, and  

 
  

  WHEREAS, at the commencement of each year of the term, the sums to be paid to Corvus 
Bus & Charter, Inc., shall be increased by an amount equal to the lesser of two percent (2%), or the 
increase in the cost of living index (CPI) of the NYSED Consumers Indexes Chart 
(www.p12.nysed.gov/schoolbus/contracts/html/consumer_price_index.html), and the CPI shall be the 
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CPI published in the month of May immediately preceding the date on which the new contract year is to 
commence, and 
  WHEREAS, sufficient funds are included in the budget to cover the cost of the 
aforementioned services, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the bids of Corvus Bus & Charter, Inc., be, and the same hereby are, 
accepted, for a term commencing July 1, 2026 and terminating June 30, 2027, with the sole option of the 
County to renew for four (4) separate and consecutive one-year periods, at the same terms and conditions 
as contained in the bid specifications, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the vouchers accordingly certified by the County Administrator be 
audited by the Auditor and paid by the County Treasurer. 
 
No State Bid. 
Eight sets of specifications were sent out. 
One bid was received which met specifications. 
 
 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Human Services 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 226-2026 by Mrs. Andreano and Mr. Helmich 
  

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH  
BONADIO & CO., LLP FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES FOR 

PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF 2025 CONSOLIDATED FISCAL REPORT AND  
ADJUSTING VARIOUS APPROPRIATION AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS 

 
Pursuant to Sections 210, 363, 366 and 450 of the County Law. 

 
  WHEREAS, the County is desirous of obtaining professional consulting services, and 
  WHEREAS, Bonadio & Co., LLP, 171 Tully’s Trail, Pittsford, New York 14534, can review 
and assist with clean-up of internal records and the preparation of CFR worksheets, as well as the 
preparation and submission of the Consolidated Fiscal Report, in an amount not to exceed $26,400.00, to 
be paid as invoiced, and 
  WHEREAS, various appropriation and revenue accounts must be adjusted to cover the 
costs of the aforementioned services, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute a contract, on behalf of Cattaraugus County, with Bonadio & Co., LLP, for the provision of the 
professional consulting services, for a term commencing January 1, 2026 and terminating December 31, 
2026, according to the above-described terms, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the County Administrator is hereby directed to make the following 
budgetary changes: 
Decrease Appropriation Account: 
A.431.4360.0000.40209  Commitment for Developmentally Disabled  $26,400.00 
Increase Appropriation Account: 
A.901.1910.0000.41208  Audit Services Contracted    $26,400.00. 
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 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Human Services 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 227-2026 by Mrs. Andreano and Mr. Helmich 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
WITH UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR 

NURSING HOME CARE SERVICES AT THE 
PINES HEALTHCARE AND REHABILITATION CENTER-MACHIAS CAMPUS 

 
Pursuant to 41 USCS 252(c)(4) and Section 450 of the County Law. 

 
  WHEREAS, Act 163-2022 authorized a contract with the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs, Network Contracting Activity, 20 Madison Avenue Extension, Albany, New York 12203, 
for the provision of nursing home services to veterans for The Pines Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center 
– Machias Campus, the term of which expires March 31, 2027, and 
  WHEREAS, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs has requested a 
modification to the contract to incorporate the new Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Clause        
52.222-90, prohibiting contractors and subcontractors from engaging in racially discriminatory diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) activities, under the same rates, terms and conditions, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute a contract amendment, on behalf of Cattaraugus County, with the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs, for the provision of the above-described modification, for a term which commenced 
April 1, 2022 and terminates March 31, 2027, according to the above-described terms. 
 
 Approved by 6 members of the Finance Committee and 5 members of the Human Services 
Committee. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

* * * * * * 
 
 

MR. TEACHMAN moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, to waive Rule 12, pursuant to Rule 33.1, 
regarding Act No. 228-2026 through Act No. 233-2026.  Carried. 

 
 

* * * * * * 
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ACT NO. 228-2026 by Mr. Boberg, Mrs. Hanson, 
Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Parker and Ms. Schröder 

who ask immediate consideration 
 

ADOPTION OF REVISED CATTARAUGUS COUNTY  
PROCEDURE FOR FILLING EMPLOYEE POSITION VACANCIES 

AND RESCINDING ACT 65-2015 
 

Pursuant to Section 153 of the County Law. 
 

  WHEREAS, Act 102-2010, as amended and re-established by Act 65-2015, adopted the 
policy on filling employee position vacancies, and 
  WHEREAS, it is proposed that the policy for filling vacant employee positions be amended 
accordingly, now, therefore, be it  
  RESOLVED, that effective immediately, the Cattaraugus County Policy on Filling Employee 
Position Vacancies reads as follows: 
 

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY PROCEDURE FOR FILLING 
EMPLOYEE POSITION VACANCIES 

 
1. Filling Vacant Budgeted Positions (“Budgeted Backfills”):   

For existing, budgeted full-time or part-time positions that become vacant, the procedure to fill 
the vacancy is as follows: 
 

1.1 When the position is vacated for any reason, if the Department Head wishes to fill the 
vacancy, written justification for refilling such position shall be sent to the Department of Human 
Resources on the designated form (“Request for Approval to Fill Vacancy”), accompanied by a financial 
analysis of the cost of filling the position. 

1.2 The Personnel Officer1 shall note any and all associated civil service issues and 
designations attributable to the filling of the position.  

1.3 The Personnel Officer shall forward the Request for Approval to Fill Vacancy, any 
recommendation regarding the request, and conditions to the County Administrator2 for review.   If 
requested by the County Administrator, the requesting Department Head and/or the Personnel Officer 
shall meet with the County Administrator to clarify the necessity of the position, associated costs and 
conditions of hire, respectively.  

1.4 The County Administrator will review the justification and budget/financial analysis with 
the Department Head prior to issuing a disapproval or conditional approval. Positions conditionally 
approved by the County Administrator shall be sent to the Chair of Labor Relations and the Chair of the 
standing/oversight committee for the department from which the vacancy arises, via email.  If neither 
Chair objects to the filling of the vacancy within 7 days, the County Administrator may approve the request 
and move forward with the process below or disapprove the request.           

1.5 The County Administrator shall return the Request for Approval to Fill Vacancy form, 
indicating his/her approval or disapproval, to the Personnel Officer, with a copy to the originating 

 
1 At any point in this process for any vacancy, reclassification, modification or position creation, the 
Personnel Officer may designate a member of his/her office to handle this procedure. 
2 At any point in this process for any vacancy, reclassification, modification or position creation, the 
County Administrator may designate a member of his/her office to handle this procedure. 
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Department Head.  If approval has been granted, the Department of Human Resources will provide the 
Department Head or their designee with any certifications, applications, and posting requirements or 
other restrictions placed upon the hiring by the County Administrator.  

1.6  Each County Administrator approved authorization to fill a vacant position granted under 
this section is granted for a period of no longer than six (6) months, or until December 31st of the calendar 
year, whichever comes first.   

1.7 No temporary or substitute employees shall be employed without written authorization 
from the County Administrator. 
 
2. Position Reclassifications/Modifications. 

2.1 Position Reclassifications/Modifications: If a Department Head feels that a position within 
their department is not appropriate to the duties that the employee is required to perform, they should 
request that the position be reviewed for reclassification. 

2.1.1 The Department Head shall submit a request to the Personnel Officer, providing 
operational justification and a financial impact statement for the 
reclassification of the position.   

2.1.2 The Personnel Officer will review the request, verifying the job duties and 
specifications as well as all civil service requirements.  All information will be 
sent to the County Administrator for approval. 

2.1.3 The County Administrator will review the justification and budget/financial 
impact statement with the Department Head prior to approval. 

2.1.4 Once approved by the County Administrator, the Personnel Officer will 
reclassify the position according to their authority.   

 
3. New Positions. 

3.1 All new positions: 
3.1.1 The Department Head shall submit a request to the Personnel Officer and 

County Administrator, providing a description of the new position, its 
operational justification, and a financial and budgetary impact statement for 
the creation of the position.  

3.1.2 The Personnel Officer will review the position request, determine the 
appropriate job title, and prepare the job specification, as well as assign the 
position to an appropriate pay grade.  Once this is completed, all information 
will be sent to the County Administrator for consideration and approval. 

3.1.3 If approved by the County Administrator, the new position creation will remain 
pending until final Legislative approval.   

3.1.4 The position creation must then be approved by the Labor Relations 
Committee, applicable oversight/jurisdictional committee, and Finance 
Committee. 

3.1.5 Legislative Resolution adopted pursuant to the rules of the Legislature is 
required to create and fund a new position.  

 
4. Status of Vacant Positions. 

4.1 All positions becoming vacant during a calendar year that have remained vacant and 
unchanged for a period of at least six (6) months will be reviewed and eliminated as of December 31 of 
the year in which they became vacant. 
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4.2 Any position not funded during the budget process shall be eliminated on January 1st of 
the following year. 

4.3 The Department Head affected by the elimination of a vacant position pursuant to this 
section will be notified by the Department of Human Resources by September 1st of each year. A copy of 
said notice will be provided to the County Administrator.  

4.4 Department Heads wishing to appeal the elimination of any position shall make such 
appeal to the Personnel Officer, County Administrator, and the Labor Relations Committee by October 1st. 
The Department Head shall provide both operational and financial justification for maintaining the 
position. 
 
5. Emergencies.  Special consideration for approval will be given to positions that are emergency-
related, 100% State/Federally funded, part-time, and/or in Departments with fewer than fifteen (15) 
employees. 

 
6. Definitions. 

6.1 Emergency-related positions are defined as those jobs that are related to public safety, 
security, direct patient and client care, direct custody and care at the County Jail, and certain other areas 
deemed to be essential by the Labor Relations Committee and/or the Legislature.  Vacancies deemed to 
be emergency-related positions shall be filled in accordance with procedures established by the Personnel 
Officer, subject to the approval of the County Administrator and Chair of the Labor Relations Committee 
and the substantive oversight/jurisdictional committee Chair.  

6.2 Part-time Employment means employment in a civil division in which an individual works 
less than the standard work week prescribed by the governing body or other appropriate authority of the 
civil division. 
 
7. Direct Legislative Action. 

7.1 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Legislature may, by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the Legislature, fill vacancies and create new positions of employment, subject to the requirements of 
the Civil Service Law, and upgrade existing positions of employment without reference to legislative 
committees.  
 
and be it further 
 
  RESOLVED, that Act 65-2015 be, and hereby is, rescinded. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 

 
ACT NO. 229-2026 by Mr. Boberg 

who asks immediate consideration 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH  
CLEAR BALLOT GROUP FOR BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

CLEAR COUNT LICENSE AND ANNUAL SUPPORT  
 

Pursuant to 10 NYCRR Part 40-1 and Section 450 of the County Law. 
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  WHEREAS, Act 95-2020 authorized a contract with Clear Ballot, 2 Oliver Street, 2nd Floor, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109, for the provision of the ClearBallot ClearCount System as an automated 
audit tool to be used by election officials in New York State, and which eliminates the labor intensive and 
costly sorting process and the inaccuracy inherent in physical ballot handling, and 
  WHEREAS, the Cattaraugus County Board of Elections is desirous of purchasing a 5-year 
license and annual support related to the aforementioned contract, and 
  WHEREAS, Clear Ballot Group, Inc., 300 Innovative Way, STE 2314, Nashua, New 
Hampshire 03062, is the developer and sole provider of ClearCount/ClearAudit software, and can provide 
the necessary license and annual support to the Board of Elections for an amount of $57,052.00, as 
follows: 

Description     Quantity  Unit Price Amount 
5-Year License & Annual Support - ClearCount 1.000 Unit $36,602.00 $36,602.00 
Ballot Definition Files (2 per year)                            10.000 Units $  2,045.00 $20,450.00 
        Total  $57,052.00  

and 
  WHEREAS, sufficient funds are included in the budget to cover the costs of the 
aforementioned services, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute a contract, on behalf of Cattaraugus County, with Clear Ballot Group, Inc., for the provision of the 
above-described license and support, for a term commencing February 10, 2026 and terminating February 
9, 2031, according to the above-described terms. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 230-2026 by Mrs. Andreano, Mr. Benson, Mr. Boberg, Mr. Burr, 
Mrs. Hanson, Mr. Helmich, Mr. Higgins, Mrs. Hunt, 
Mr. Marsh, Mr. Nagle, Mr. Parker, Ms. Schröder, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Teachman 

who ask immediate consideration 
  

SALE OF TAX TITLE PROPERTY TO FORMER OWNERS 
(City of Olean and Towns of Allegany, Dayton, Ellicottville, 
Franklinville, Mansfield, New Albion, Olean and Yorkshire) 

 
Pursuant to Section 215 of the County Law, Rule 33 and Rule 40 of the 

Rules of Order of the Cattaraugus County Legislature, 
Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law, and 

Section 72-h of the General Municipal Law. 
 

  WHEREAS, Cattaraugus County has tax title to certain property situate in the City of Olean 
and Towns of Allegany, Dayton, Ellicottville, Franklinville, Mansfield, New Albion, Olean and Yorkshire, 
and 
  WHEREAS, the former owners of the properties have offered to tender an amount which 
will cover the County’s financial involvement in these premises, and 
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  WHEREAS, the cost involved for these premises has been tendered to the County 
Treasurer’s Office, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized and directed, on 
behalf of Cattaraugus County, to execute County Treasurer’s Deeds conveying these properties to the 
following individuals: 

 
CITY OF OLEAN 

PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
5 94.057-2-25 457 Union Street N. 457 North Union Street, LLC $36,911.85 
   642 Ridge Road 
   Buffalo, NY 14218  
 
37 94.064-8-41 132 Seventh Street N. Tarah L. Lyons $18,455.08 
   132 N. Seventh Street 
   Olean, NY 14760 
 
59 94.049-2-35 614 First Street N. Theresa Montgomery $13,904.25 
   89 Pershing Avenue 
   Buffalo, NY 14211 
 
66 94.059-5-56 814 Bell Street Michael A. Retchless $13,027.11 
   Bridget E. Retchless 
   814 Bell Street 
   Olean, NY 14760    
 

TOWN OF ALLEGANY 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT 
91 75.004-1-7.1 3868 Pumpkin Hollow Road Dennis D. Harrison $7,512.34 
   3868 Pumpkin Hollow Road 
   Allegany, NY 14706 
 
99 93.051-2-52 9 Main Street E. Kristine Skinner $12,632.03 
   9 E. Main Street 
   Allegany, NY 14706  
    

TOWN OF DAYTON 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
133 25.003-1-16 8548 Route 62 Chad D. Silleman $8,535.90 
   Rebecca A. Johnson 
   8548 Route 62  
   South Dayton, NY 14138 
 

TOWN OF ELLICOTTVILLE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
153 37.004-1-29.2 6796 Lindberg Road Jack Atkinson $3,588.90 
   Jennifer Thompson 
   6796 Lindberg Road 
   Ellicottville, NY 14731 
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TOWN OF FRANKLINVILLE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
172 40.003-2-52 Pine Street Ext. Joel Burlingame $1,688.62 
   Charity Burlingame 
   7860 Pine Street 
   Franklinville, NY 14737 
 
178 40.062-4-18 30 Park Square Todd Harper $12,193.13 
   Kathy Schembri 
   Thomas Vlahoff 
   71 Heritage Estate Drive 
   Carrying Place 
   Ontario K0K 1LO 
 
182 40.078-1-8 45 S. Main Street Paul J. Krotz $6,517.60 
   Tammy S. Krotz 
   45 S. Main Street 
   Franklinville, NY 14737 
 

TOWN OF MANSFIELD 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
271 46.001-1-27.3 7363 Kent Road Willard J. Brunelle $2,353.02 
   Pamela M. Brunelle 
   7315 Griswold Road 
   Bergen, NY 14416 
       

TOWN OF NEW ALBION 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
284 35.074-2-16 9 Carter Street Cody Harvey $8,707.86 
   9 Carter Street 
   Cattaraugus, NY 14719 
 

TOWN OF OLEAN 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
294 94.076-1-67 1625 NYS Route 417 Thomas Blicharz $41,815.37 
   1625 Olean-Portville Road 
   Olean, NY 14760 
 

TOWN OF YORKSHIRE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY FORMER OWNER(S) COUNTY        
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS INVOLVEMENT    
356 12.001-1-13.2 Block Road James T. McEvoy $5,959.20 
   Brenda B. McEvoy 
   4402 Block Road 
   Delevan, NY 14042 
 

 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
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ACT NO. 231-2026 by Mrs. Andreano, Mr. Benson, Mr. Boberg, Mr. Burr, 
Mrs. Hanson, Mr. Helmich, Mr. Higgins, Mrs. Hunt, 
Mr. Marsh, Mr. Nagle, Mr. Parker, Ms. Schröder, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Teachman 

who ask immediate consideration 
              

SALE OF TAX TITLE PROPERTIES 
 

Pursuant to Section 215 of the County Law and Rule 40 of the 
 Rules of Order of the Cattaraugus County Legislature. 

 
  WHEREAS, Cattaraugus County has tax title to certain properties situate in Cattaraugus 
County as described below, and 
  WHEREAS, the properties were exposed to bid at public auction as required by Rule 40 of 
the Rules of Order of the Cattaraugus County Legislature, and 
  WHEREAS, the highest bids received for the properties are the bids listed below, now, 
therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that if the tender by the high bidder of the total purchase price is not made 
within 30 days after the adoption hereof, then the acceptance of that individual’s bid shall thereafter be 
void and of no further effect, as of course, and the bid deposit shall be forfeited pursuant to Rule 40.8 of 
the Rules of Order, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to 
execute County Treasurer’s Deeds conveying the properties to the following individuals at the bid prices 
listed: 
 

CITY OF OLEAN 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                       BID 
NO. NO. ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
4 94.064-4-75 228 Seventh Street N. Nicholas Middaugh  $2,100.00  
(2025)    1267 County Road 33 
    Bolivar, NY 14715 
 
17 94.065-10-27 132 Second Street S. James H. Burdick  $25,400.00 
    6 Southview Drive 
    Arcade, NY 14009  
 
54 94.073-2-36 314 Third Street S. Christopher Monteleone  $7,700.00 
    310 S. Third Street 
    Olean, NY 14760  
 
64 94.081-1-47 493 Martha Avenue Venkatesan Nagaraj  $2,000.00 
    9300 Main Street, Apt. 3 
    Clarence, NY 14031 
 
73 94.032-2-26 1611 Walnut Street Josh Anderson  $62,500.00 
    6 Barnside Lane 
    Olean, NY 14760 
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TOWN OF ALLEGANY 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                       BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
92 93.035-3-26 N. First Street Brian Thierman  $1,625.00 
    13 Devereaux Drive 
    Allegany, NY 14706 
 
93 102.004-2-13 725 Four Mile Road Charles E. Martin  $23,900.00 
    4301 W. Branch Road 
    Allegany, NY 14706 
 

TOWN OF CARROLLTON 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                     BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
108 110.030-1-1.2 87 Parkside Drive Chylor Lucca  $2,350.00 
    61 Bunker Hill Road 
    Collinsville, CT 06019  
 
111 110.023-1-8 440 Main Street Weslaine Nazon Viaud  $17,300.00 
    30 Derryfield Avenue 
    Springfield, MA 01118 
 
112 101.063-1-17 5828 Leonard Run Road Antonio J. Martins Neto  $19,200.00 
    1140 NW 7th Court 
    Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
 
116 101.002-1-21.6 907 Loney Hollow Road Hugh Maguire  $8,800.00 
    925 Loney Hollow Road 
    Limestone, NY 14753 
  

TOWN OF COLDSPRING 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
121 89.001-1-5 2434 Upper Jones Hill Road Theresa Stoddard  $17,100.00 
    91 Gates Hollow 
    Bradford, PA 16701 
   

TOWN OF DAYTON 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
139 16.018-2-15 9618 US Route 62 Weslaine Nazon Viaud  $10,500.00 
    30 Derryfield Avenue 
    Springfield, MA 01118 
 

TOWN OF EAST OTTO 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
151 27.002-1-11.2 9442A Utley Road Andrew Bolya  $32,100.00 
    7211 Hawkins Hill Road 
    East Otto, NY 14729 
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TOWN OF FARMERSVILLE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
169 31.002-1-38 Peavy Road Cory M. Rogers  $26,100.00 
    4989 Baer Road 
    Sanborn, NY 14132 
 

TOWN OF FRANKLINVILLE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                       BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS     AMOUNT 
170 40.055-2-19 103 N. Main Street Johnathan Schunk  $91,100.00 
    6 Third Avenue 
    Franklinville, NY 14737  
 
171 40.071-1-7 1 Chestnut Street Jordan Milks  $51,500.00 
    10265 Delevan-Elton Road 
    Delevan, NY 14042  
 

TOWN OF FREEDOM 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
197 23.002-1-13 10339 Route 98 MM Siding LLC  $40,100.00 
    216 N. Anthony Street 
    Bridgeport, CT 06606 

 
TOWN OF GREAT VALLEY 

PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
200 74.004-1-3.1 Bear Hollow Road Gerhardt Yaskow  $58,800.00 
    145 Lewis Street 
    Buffalo, NY 14206 
 
204 64.004-1-27.3 US Route 219 (Off) Jeffrey A. Mohr  $1,800.00 
    50 Fletcher Street 
    Ayer, MA 01432   
 

TOWN OF HINSDALE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                       BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
214 85.002-1-18.1 3400 Union Valley Road Nicholas Ryan Chizewick  $16,100.00 
    1011 Seneca Avenue 
    Olean, NY 14760 
  

TOWN OF HUMPHREY 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
229 75.002-1-23.8 4130 Five Mile Road Randolph Ortego  $13,700.00 
    3840 Pumpkin Hollow Road 
    Allegany, NY 14706 
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TOWN OF ISCHUA 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
232 68.002-1-3 5370 Miller Hill Road Christina Kempf  $41,700.00 
    5290 Burt Road 
    Cuba, NY 14727 
  

TOWN OF LEON 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
236 34.003-1-26.2 11880 Ruckh Hill Road Antonio J. Martins Neto  $42,200.00 
    1140 NW 7th Court 
    Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
    

TOWN OF LYNDON 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                       BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
252 59.001-1-47 Shady Lane Samantha Homer  $10,600.00 
    428 N. Eighth Street 
    Olean, NY 14760 
  

TOWN OF MACHIAS 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
261 22.013-3-26 Pond Road David Wenrich  $3,500.00 
    9914 Skyline Drive 
    Delevan, NY 14042 
  
263 21.020-5-2 3531 Roszyk Hill Road Andrew Bolya  $27,400.00 
    7211 Hawkins Hill Road 
    East Otto, NY 14729 
 
269 30.003-1-16.4 8621 Tug Hill Road Stephen Kielar  $79,200.00 
    5008 Mount Vernon Blvd. 
    Hamburg, NY 14075 
  

TOWN OF NEW ALBION 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
288 35.074-2-34 41 N. Franklin Street Andre Galenda  $59,500.00 
    1689 Sturgeon Point Road 
    Deby, NY 14047 
 

TOWN OF OLEAN 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
288 103.001-3-22 1050 Hillside Drive Damien Smith  $3,600.00 
(2025)    615 Barnum Road 
    Olean, NY 14760 
 
295 94.020-1-10 1669 Dugan Road Melanie Schutze  $12,600.00 
    4820 Block Road 
    Springville, NY 14141   
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297 94.020-1-20 1584 NYS Route 417 Leme Property LLC  $44,600.00 
    34 E. River Street 
    Ilion, NY 13357 

 
TOWN OF PERRYSBURG 

PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
309 2.013-2-8.1 11817 N. Main Street Andrew Bolya  $11,900.00 
    7211 Hawkins Hollow Road 
    East Otto, NY 14729 
 

TOWN OF PORTVILLE 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
325 104.003-1-14.5 Long Hollow Ext. Gerhardt Yaskow  $39,900.00 
    145 Lewis Street 
    Buffalo, NY 14206 
 
327 95.003-1-22 1182 Promised Land Road James Faulkner  $12,100.00 
    170 Prosser Road 
    Portville, NY 14770 
 

TOWN OF RANDOLPH 
PARCEL TAX MAP PROPERTY HIGH BIDDER                      BID 
NO. NO.  ADDRESS AND ADDRESS      AMOUNT 
334 70.064-1-11 16 Jamestown Street The Waclawski Company LLC  $35,500.00 
    4044 Route 241 
    Randolph, NY 14772 
 
336 87.002-1-7.2 2420 Little Bone Run Road Linda Gillick  $22,700.00 
    143 79th Street, Apt. 2 
    Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
 

 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 
 

ACT NO. 232-2026 by Mrs. Andreano, Mr. Benson, Mr. Boberg, Mr. Burr, 
Mrs. Hanson, Mr. Helmich, Mr. Higgins, Mrs. Hunt, 
Mr. Marsh, Mr. Nagle, Mr. Parker, Ms. Schröder, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Teachman 

who ask immediate consideration 
  

CONGRATULATING CLASS OF 2026 HIGH SCHOOL 
VALEDICTORIANS AND SALUTATORIANS 

 
Pursuant to Section 153 of the County Law. 

 
  WHEREAS, every year, area schools recognize graduating students who have earned the 
highest grade point average, and 
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  WHEREAS, these students should be recognized and congratulated for their academic 
achievements, and 
  WHEREAS, the hard work and dedication of class valedictorians and salutatorians should 
be commended by the Cattaraugus County Legislature, now, therefore, be it  
  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature hereby congratulates the following 
students as Class of 2026 high school valedictorians and salutatorians: 
 
School      Valedictorian   Salutatorian 
Allegany-Limestone Central School  Alexis Wojewoda-Ko  Julia DeRose   
Cattaraugus-Little Valley Central School  Grady Merrill   Alexander Pietras  
Cuba-Rushford Central School   Joseph Wojciechowski  Peyton Joy   
Ellicottville Central School   Skye Wood   Jackson Kruszynski  
Forestville Central School   Giulianna Patton  Anna Gilman   
Franklinville Central School   Peyton Mest   Maria Jordan   
Frewsburg Central School   Aubrey Eckland   Grace Kutschke   
Gowanda Central School   Maddison Smith  Addison Kota   
Hinsdale Central School    Robert Childs III   Brett Bergstrom 
Olean City School    Isabelle West   Samuel Morgan   
Pine Valley Central School   Kaitlyn King   Amelia Morey   
Pioneer Central School    Tayga Griffin   Abigail Mason  
Portville Central School    Aidan DeFazio                 Emma Rhinehart 

Randolph Central School   Jenna Anderson   Cooper Freeman  
Salamanca City Central School   Emelia Prey   Payton Bradley   
Springville-Griffith Institute Central School Abigail Kujawa   Finley Raiber   
West Valley Central School   Annabelle Proseus  Payton Ehnes, 
 
and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature is hereby directed to forward certified copies 
of this resolution to the Class of 2026 valedictorians and salutatorians. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 
 

ACT NO. 233-2026 by Mrs. Hanson and Ms. Schröder 
and Mrs. Andreano, Mr. Benson, Mr. Burr, Mr. Higgins, 

Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Marsh, Mr. Nagle, Mr. Parker, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Teachman1 

who ask immediate consideration 
     

URGING NEW YORK PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, THE GOVERNOR, AND THE NEW YORK STATE 
LEGISLATURE TO PRIORITIZE AN AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, AND TRANSPARENT ENERGY POLICY AND  
TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT STATE MANDATES ARE THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF RISING ENERGY COSTS 

 
Pursuant to Section 153 of the County Law. 

 
  WHEREAS, affordable and reliable electricity is essential to the health, safety, economic 
opportunity, and overall welfare of the residents, businesses, farms, schools, hospitals, and local 
governments of Cattaraugus County, and 
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  WHEREAS, Cattaraugus County residents, businesses, and institutions are served by 
multiple energy utilities — including New York State Electric & Gas ("NYSEG") for electric service; National 
Grid, which operates critical 345 kV and 115 kV transmission infrastructure traversing the County; National 
Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation, which provides natural gas service to communities including Olean, 
Salamanca, Ellicottville, Franklinville, and Randolph; and Penelec/FirstEnergy, which serves portions of the 
County along the Pennsylvania border — all of which operate under rate structures and mandates 
established or approved by the State, and 
  WHEREAS, the New York State Public Service Commission (“PSC”) is considering 
temporary and permanent electric rate increases affecting customers of NYSEG and Rochester Gas & 
Electric (“RG&E”), and according to the New York State Department of Public Service, NYSEG requested 
approximately $464.4 million in additional electric delivery revenues — which represents an 
approximately 18.4 percent increase in total electric revenues — and RG&E requested approximately 
$220.2 million of the same, representing an approximately 19.8 percent increase, and 
  WHEREAS, as originally filed, the proposed increases would have raised electric bills for a 
typical residential customer using 600 kilowatt-hours per month by approximately $33 per month, and 
the PSC approved temporary rates effective June 1, 2026, pending final determination, with estimated 
average residential electric bill impacts of approximately 0.2 percent for NYSEG electric customers and 
approximately 2.9 percent for RG&E electric customers, and 
  WHEREAS, while utilities bear responsibility for the prudent management of 
infrastructure and the efficiency of their operations, the Cattaraugus County Legislature finds that New 
York State’s own energy policies are the primary and foremost driver of rising energy costs — and that 
the State's strategy of deflecting blame onto utilities while mandating the spending and generation mix 
that produces those costs is both dishonest and harmful to ratepayers, and 
  WHEREAS, New York State's own energy agency has documented the devastating cost 
consequences of CLCPA compliance: in a memorandum dated February 26, 2026, NYSERDA President 
Doreen Harris advised the Governor’s office that full CLCPA implementation would impose gross annual 
cost increases exceeding $4,100 on upstate households currently using gas or oil heat by 2031, with net 
cost increases of approximately $2,500 per upstate household even after affordability offsets are applied, 
gasoline prices rising by an additional $2.23 per gallon, small and medium commercial businesses facing 
utility cost increases of up to 46 percent, and commercial delivery truck operating costs rising by more 
than 60 percent. Moreover, that memorandum further acknowledged that modeled CLCPA price 
impacts "would lead to high burdens to New York households, especially those unable to install lower 
emissions technologies," and 
  WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation itself warned, 
in connection with ongoing legal proceedings before the New York State Supreme Court, that the CLCPA's 
2030 greenhouse gas reduction goal "is not practically feasible due to costs consumers simply cannot 
bear," and in October 2024, New York State Supreme Court Justice Julian Schreibman ruled that the State 
was in violation of its own climate law — a ruling that followed the State's own legal acknowledgment 
that implementing Cap-and-Invest, the primary CLCPA cost-recovery mechanism, "would require imposing 
extraordinary and damaging costs upon New Yorkers;" and the Cattaraugus County Legislature finds it 
unconscionable that the State continues to pursue policies whose costs it has itself characterized in sworn 
legal proceedings as unbearable, and 
  WHEREAS, the New York State 2025 State Energy Plan’s own affordability analysis 
confirms that upstate single-family households reliant on natural gas face net household energy spending 
increases under both the Moderate and High Efficient Electrification scenarios when up-front equipment 
costs — including heat pumps, electric appliances, and building envelope upgrades — are fully accounted 
for, with total household electrification costs representing a net increase of 35 to 40 percent relative to 
conventional equipment replacement, and the State Budget Director separately warned that CLCPA 
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compliance costs could add approximately $3,000 per year per household — representing 
approximately 4.5 percent of average upstate household income — a burden that is not theoretical but 
structural, recurring, and falling disproportionately upon rural, lower-income communities such as 
Cattaraugus County, and 
   WHEREAS, National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation, which provides natural gas service 
to tens of thousands of Cattaraugus County residents and businesses in communities including Olean, 
Salamanca, Ellicottville, Franklinville, and Randolph, has documented in its Long-Term Infrastructure Plan 
filings before the New York State Public Service Commission that: 

• A hybrid heating approach — pairing an air-source heat pump with a gas furnace for backup — 
delivers superior performance to full electrification on total lifecycle cost, installation cost, 
emissions-per-dollar-spent, and cold-weather reliability, particularly in the extreme winter 
conditions characteristic of western New York and the Cattaraugus County region, 

• Full electrification of residential and commercial heating in National Fuel's western New York 
service territory would require dramatically greater electric transmission and distribution 
infrastructure investment than a hybrid approach — costs that, under current regulatory practice, 
are socialized across all ratepayers regardless of whether those ratepayers have chosen to 
electrify, 

• Older homes with boiler-based heating systems — which constitute a substantial share of 
Cattaraugus County's housing stock — face particularly high conversion costs that make full 
electrification economically prohibitive for many lower- and moderate-income households 
without sustained and substantial government subsidy, and 

   WHEREAS, the PSC has approved more than $630 million in grid infrastructure 
projects across Con Edison, National Grid, NYSEG, and RG&E — projects explicitly justified by the need to 
support CLCPA electrification goals rather than by traditional reliability and least-cost criteria — and these 
costs are passed directly to ratepayers; and statewide reliability studies indicate that more than 40 
percent of New York transmission infrastructure operating above 115 kilovolts may require replacement 
over the next 30 years at an estimated statewide cost of approximately $25 billion — costs that will be 
compounded by the State's aggressive electrification mandates, which dramatically increase electricity 
demand beyond what reliability alone would otherwise require, and 
  WHEREAS, New York State’s restrictions on natural gas infrastructure expansion and its 
policies discouraging the development and retention of dispatchable fossil fuel and nuclear generation 
have created structural upward pressure on electricity prices by reducing supply competition and forcing 
grid operators to rely increasingly on expensive and intermittent solar and wind resources that require 
additional transmission and backup capacity — all of which is charged to ratepayers, and 
  WHEREAS, the residents of Cattaraugus County — a rural, lower-income community with 
long, harsh winters, high home heating needs, and limited ability to absorb rising energy costs — are 
disproportionately harmed by State energy policies that prioritize ideological climate targets over 
affordability, reliability, and the real-world needs of working families, farmers, small businesses, and 
public institutions, and 
  WHEREAS, while utilities are not without fault — and are expected to manage their 
operations efficiently, maintain aging infrastructure proactively, and justify rate increases with 
transparency and accountability — the Cattaraugus County Legislature finds that utility companies are not 
the primary cause of today's energy cost crisis in New York; they are, in significant part, cost pass-through 
mechanisms for mandates, compliance spending, and infrastructure requirements imposed upon them 
by State law and PSC orders, and 
  WHEREAS, taken together, the NYSERDA memorandum of February 26, 2026, the State's 
own admissions in New York Supreme Court proceedings, the 2025 State Energy Plan affordability 
analysis, and National Fuel's PSC filings establish a consistent and damning record:  the State of New York 
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has known — from its own agencies, its own legal filings, and its own utilities’ planning documents — that 
CLCPA mandates impose costs that upstate rural households cannot reasonably bear, and has nonetheless 
continued to advance those mandates while directing public criticism at utility companies for the rate 
increases that State policy itself compels, and 
   WHEREAS, sound public policy requires honest and complete transparency about the full 
causes of rising energy bills — including energy supply costs, delivery costs, taxes and fees, state-
mandated surcharges, CLCPA compliance costs, renewable portfolio standard costs, and other 
government-program cost line items — so that ratepayers can understand who is actually responsible for 
the bills they receive, and 
  WHEREAS, energy policies that prematurely retire dispatchable generation — including 
natural gas and nuclear power plants — while mandating increasing dependence on intermittent solar 
and wind resources, create additional and compounding reliability and affordability risks during periods 
of peak demand, winter heating seasons, and severe weather events of the kind that regularly affect 
Cattaraugus County, and  
  WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Electric Power 
Monthly, New York State residential electricity prices reached 28.4 cents per kilowatt-hour in January 
2026 and 30.0 cents per kilowatt-hour in February 2026, compared to a national residential average of 
approximately 17 to 18 cents per kilowatt-hour during the same period — meaning New York residents 
are currently paying approximately 60 to 75 percent more for residential electricity than the average 
American household, a gap that reflects not geographic necessity but the cumulative cost of State energy 
mandates, renewable portfolio requirements, CLCPA compliance costs, and utility rate structures shaped 
by politically driven regulatory decisions rather than least-cost reliability principles, now, therefore, be it 
  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature formally declares, on the basis of the 
State's own documented record — including the NYSERDA memorandum of February 26, 2026, the State's 
admissions in New York State Supreme Court proceedings, the 2025 State Energy Plan affordability 
analysis, and utility Long-Term Infrastructure Plan filings before the Public Service Commission — that the 
State of New York, through its Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act mandates and 
associated implementing regulations, bears primary responsibility for the structural rise in energy costs 
facing Cattaraugus County households, businesses, farms, schools, hospitals, and municipalities; and that 
the Legislature rejects any narrative — whether advanced by State officials, State agencies, or media — 
that attributes rising utility rates primarily to utility mismanagement while obscuring the cost 
consequences of State-imposed mandates, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature calls upon Governor Hochul to direct 
all relevant State agencies — including NYSERDA, the Department of Environmental Conservation, the 
Department of Public Service, and the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority — to 
publish complete, plain-language affordability analyses of all current and pending CLCPA implementing 
regulations, including: 

• Gross and net annual cost impacts per upstate household, disaggregated by fuel type, housing 
type, and income level, 

• Up-front equipment and building retrofit costs not included in utility rate modeling, 
• Projected gasoline and transportation fuel cost increases attributable to Cap-and-Invest and low-

carbon fuel standard proposals, 
• Cost impacts on small and medium commercial businesses, agricultural operations, and public 

institutions, and 
• A specific analysis of cost impacts on rural, lower-income counties including Cattaraugus County, 

and that these analyses be completed and made publicly available before any further CLCPA 
implementing regulations are finalized or enforced, and be it further 
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  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature, in direct response to the State’s own 
Supreme Court admission that CLCPA implementation "would require imposing extraordinary and 
damaging costs upon New Yorkers," and the Department of Environmental Conservation's 
acknowledgment that the 2030 greenhouse gas reduction goal "is not practically feasible due to costs 
consumers simply cannot bear," hereby calls upon the New York State Legislature to: 

• Immediately suspend all Cap-and-Invest rulemaking and cost-recovery mechanisms pending an 
independent, third-party affordability review with full public comment, 

• Amend the CLCPA to require that no implementing regulation may take effect unless the relevant 
agency has certified, with supporting documentation, that the regulation will not impose net 
household energy cost increases on low- and moderate-income upstate households, and 

• Establish a rural household energy affordability standard — defined as total household energy 
expenditures not exceeding ten percent of household income — and require all CLCPA 
implementing agencies to demonstrate compliance with that standard before promulgating new 
mandates, and be it further 

  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature, in direct response to the 2025 State 
Energy Plan's own finding that upstate households on natural gas face net energy cost increases of 35 to 
40 percent under full electrification scenarios when up-front equipment costs are fully accounted for, 
hereby calls upon the PSC and the New York State Legislature to: 

• Prohibit any mandate, regulation, or building code requirement that compels fuel-switching from 
natural gas to electric heating for existing residential or commercial buildings in counties where 
median household income falls below the statewide median, until the State has demonstrated — 
with audited cost data — that the full lifecycle cost of electrification, including equipment, 
installation, and utility rate impacts, is equal to or less than the cost of continued natural gas 
service for the affected households, and 

• Require the PSC to separately identify, on every utility bill issued to customers of NYSEG, National 
Grid, National Fuel, and all other utilities serving Cattaraugus County, the specific dollar amount 
attributable to CLCPA mandate compliance costs, renewable portfolio standard costs, NY-Sun 
program costs, and energy efficiency program surcharges — so that every ratepayer can see, in 
plain numbers on a single page, what portion of their monthly bill is the direct consequence of 
State climate policy, and be it further 

  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature, in direct response to National Fuel 
Gas Distribution Corporation's Long-Term Infrastructure Plan filings before the PSC — which document 
that hybrid heating systems deliver superior cost, reliability, and emissions-per-dollar performance 
compared to full electrification, particularly in the extreme winter conditions of western New York — 
hereby: 

• Supports the continued operation, maintenance, and appropriate expansion of National Fuel's 
natural gas distribution system serving Cattaraugus County communities including Olean, 
Salamanca, Ellicottville, Franklinville, and Randolph, and opposes any State policy, PSC order, or 
regulatory action that would accelerate the depreciation, stranded-cost writedown, or forced 
closure of that infrastructure before a demonstrated, affordable, and reliable alternative exists 
for every affected customer, and 

• Calls upon the PSC to formally evaluate National Fuel's hybrid heating proposal — and comparable 
proposals from other utilities — as a least-cost, least-risk pathway for meeting heating reliability 
needs in western New York, and to require that any electrification mandate affecting National 
Fuel's service territory be accompanied by a full infrastructure cost analysis demonstrating how 
the additional electric transmission and distribution capacity required by full electrification will 
be financed, who will bear those costs, and what the per-household rate impact will be on 
customers who do not voluntarily electrify, and be it further 
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  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature supports the lawful development and 
maintenance of all energy infrastructure necessary to provide cost-effective and reliable electric and 
natural gas service to Cattaraugus County residents and businesses, including: 

• Natural gas distribution system maintenance and appropriate expansion by National Fuel and 
other providers, 

• Transmission and substation investments by NYSEG and National Grid necessary for reliability — 
not solely to accommodate CLCPA mandates, 

• Dispatchable generation resources capable of serving peak demand during winter heating events 
and severe weather, and 

• Grid hardening and storm resilience investments appropriate to the County's geography and 
climate, and be it further 

  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature finds that the State of New York has 
engaged in a pattern of regulatory cost-shifting — mandating spending through the CLCPA and associated 
regulations, approving that spending through PSC rate cases, and then permitting public criticism to fall 
upon utility companies for the rate increases that State policy itself compels — and that this pattern is 
harmful to democratic accountability, harmful to ratepayers who cannot identify the true cause of their 
bills, and harmful to the legislative process by obscuring from the public the full fiscal consequences of 
State energy mandates; and the Legislature therefore calls upon the New York State Legislature's fiscal 
committees, including the Senate Finance Committee and the Assembly Ways and Means Committee, to 
conduct public hearings specifically examining the cumulative ratepayer cost of CLCPA mandates — 
including all PSC-approved spending driven by CLCPA electrification goals — and to publish findings before 
the conclusion of the 2026 legislative session, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature calls upon all State elected officials 
representing Cattaraugus County — including Senator Borrello and Assembly Member Sempolinski — to 
introduce or co-sponsor legislation in their respective chambers that would: 

• Require publication of a CLCPA Household Cost Index — an annually updated, county-by-county 
report of total household energy cost impacts attributable to CLCPA mandates, published by 
NYSERDA and subject to independent audit, 

• Establish legislative override authority requiring affirmative approval by both chambers of the 
State Legislature before any CLCPA implementing regulation estimated to increase household 
energy costs by more than two percent may take effect, and 

• Create a Rural Energy Affordability Exemption allowing counties with median household incomes 
below the statewide median — including Cattaraugus County — to petition the PSC for a 
temporary suspension of any CLCPA mandate compliance cost surcharge pending demonstration 
that the mandate does not impose a disproportionate burden on low- and moderate-income rural 
households, and be it further 

  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature holds that utilities serving this County 
— NYSEG, National Grid, National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation, and others — bear a responsibility 
to manage operations efficiently, maintain infrastructure proactively, and justify rate increases with 
transparency; and that while these utilities are not blameless, the Legislature firmly holds that the State 
of New York bears primary responsibility for the energy cost crisis facing Cattaraugus County families, and 
that the State must stop using utilities as shields to deflect accountability for the consequences of its own 
policy choices, and be it further 
  RESOLVED, that the Cattaraugus County Legislature calls for a reliability-focused 
regulatory framework that promotes dependable electricity and gas supply, resilience during winter peaks 
and severe weather, prudent maintenance of existing assets, and objective long-term planning based on 
the needs of customers — not the preferences of State climate policy, and be it further 
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  RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature is hereby directed to forward a certified copy 
of this resolution to Governor Hochul, Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Senate Minority Leader 
Ortt, Senator Borrello, Assembly Speaker Heastie, Assembly Majority Leader Peoples-Stokes, Assembly 
Minority Leader Ra, Assembly Member Sempolinski, Chair and CEO Christian of the New York State Public 
Service Commission, and Secretary to the New York State Public Service Commission. 
 
 1The following Legislators requested their names be listed as additional sponsors: “Mrs. 
Andreano, Mr. Benson, Mr. Burr, Mr. Higgins, Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Marsh, Mr. Nagle, Mr. Parker, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Teachman”. 
 
 Adopted June 10, 2026 by voice vote. 
 

 
      

* * * * * * 
 
 

MR. STOLTENBERG moved, seconded by Mr. Teachman, to adjourn until June 24, 2026 at 5:00 
p.m.  Carried. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 5:18 p.m.   Ann M. Giglio 

Journal Clerk     
       
  

 


