Cattaraugus County
Agricultural and Farmland
Protection Board

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, February 13, 2025 at 1:00 pm

Meeting Minutes

Ag Board Members Present: Ag Board Members Absent:
Board Members David Zilker Brian Andrews
David L. Zilker Crys'tal Abers ' Donald Benson
Chairman Daniel Martonis Barbara George
Donald Telaak
Barbara D. George Kelly McDonald EDPT Staff Present:
Vice Chairman Jake Kelly Connor Maxwell | Environmental Planner
Crystal J. Abers Present Guests:
Jake Kelly Kimberly LaMendola | Southern Tier West

Brian Andrews
Chairman Dave Zilker called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.
R. Donald Benson
1. Approval of Minutes from the February 13, 2024 meeting
Dan Martonis motioned to approve with a second by Donald Telaak. Carried.

Daniel T. Martonis

Donald Telaak

2. Election of Officers
Kelly McDonald e Chairman - Dave Zilker
Dan Martonis motioned to approve with a second by Donald Telaak.
Carried.

e Vice Chairman — Barbara George
Dan Martonis motioned to approve with a second by Donald Telaak.
Carried.
3. Parcel Inclusion for Ag District
Connor Maxwell gave an overview on all the parcels that submitted a request to
be included into the agricultural district. He gave an overview for every parcel,
which included the acreage of the parcel, the current land use, and if there are
nearby parcels of land that are currently in the agricultural district. He also
presented a soil ratings map, as well as aerial imagery for each parcel to identify
if the parcel of land consists predominantly of viable agricultural land, as well as
to identify if the land is currently being utilized for agriculture. Aerial imagery of
the parcels that requested inclusion, next to the surrounding parcels was also
displayed. This was utilized to show whether the parcel that requested inclusion
is next to other parcels in agricultural production, or already in the agricultural



district. The parcels were evaluated per Agriculture and Markets Law Section

303-B...

e Do the parcel(s) of land consist predominantly of “Viable Agricultural Land”

e |[f the inclusion of the land would serve the public interest by assisting in
maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the district.

a) 35.004-1-21, 35.073-1-29.2, 35.004-1-23.1
Daniel Martonis motioned to approve with a second by Jake Kelly.
Carried.

b) 14.002-1-2.5
Jake Kelly motioned to approve with a second by Kelly McDonald.
Carried.

c) 36.001-1-24
Kelly McDonald motioned to approve with a second by Dan Martonis.
Carried.

d) 40.002-1-11, 40.004-2-5
Dan Martonis motioned to approve with a second by Jake Kelly. Carried.

e) 40.003-1-23
Daniel Martonis motioned to disapprove, due to the agriculture
occurring on the parcel being recreational. The Board will recommend
the property owner resubmit a request to be included into the district if
the agriculture occurring on the parcel becomes commercial. This motion
was seconded by Crystal Abers. Carried.

f) 36.004-1-31
Jake Kelly motioned to approve with a second by Donald Telaak. Dan
Martonis Abstained. Carried.

g) 30.004-1-6.3
Kelly McDonald motioned to disapprove since the parcel was just
acquired, and is a small lot of land. The board will recommend that the
owner can apply next year with more information about the parcel. This
motion was seconded by Jake Kelly. Carried.

h) 93.002-3-2, 93.002-1-1.3
Kelly McDonald motioned to approve with a second by Jake Kelly. Carried

i) 93.002-4-38.2
Jake Kelly motioned to approve with a second by Kelly McDonald.
Carried.

j) 94.003-3-1.1, 94.003-1-12.1
Dan Martonis motioned to disapprove since agriculture on the parcels is
still speculative. The Board will recommend to the landowner that they
can apply again when farming on the two parcels is occurring, and is no
longer speculative. The motion was seconded by Jake Kelly. Carried.

k) 65.003-2-18.16
Donald Telaak motioned to approve with a second by Kelly McDonald.
Carried.

1) 80.003-1-32
Kelly McDonald motioned to disapprove due to the parcel being entirely
residential. The Board will recommend to the landowner that they can
apply again if they can indicate how the parcel is used to help the
agriculture that is occurring on their other property, which is already in



the agricultural district. The motion was seconded by Crystal Abers.
Carried.

m) 21.020-3-8, 21.020-3-5, 21.020-3-6
Kelly McDonald motioned to disapprove since the parcels are located in a
residential area. The Board will recommend to the landowner that they
can apply again. The motion was seconded by Donald Telaak. Dave Zilker
Abstained. Carried.

n) 12.001-2-5
Jake Kelly motioned to approve with a second by Donald Telaak. Carried.

The Board also reviewed some parcels that submitted a request to be included
into the agricultural district, but were already in the agricultural district. These
parcels included

e 44.002-2-5.3

e 45.002-1-27
e 27.001-1-17
e 11.001-1-8.5
e 80.003-1-19

Parcel #44.002-2-5.3 was already in the agricultural district because its parent
parcel was in the agricultural district before a recent subdivision. Due to the
subdivision, the parcel was not listed as an agricultural district parcel, even
though it is in the agricultural district. The Board decided to make sure that this
parcel gets added to the master list since the parcel is already in the agricultural
district.

Farmer — Neighbor Dinner
The Farmer-Neighbor Dinner is set to take place on April 9™ at the West Valley
Fire Hall.

Agency Updates

a) Farm Bureau

Dave Zilker mentioned that Farm Bureau will be hosting an Ag Trivia night on
April 12, The Farm Bureau also has a meeting coming up with the legislature.

b) Cornell Cooperative Extension

CCE has just hired a new Natural Resources Coordinator who will be in charge of
the Master Gardener Program, as well as climate and forestry programs. Kelly
McDonald mentioned that CCE has a chainsaw safety program coming up, as
well as food preservation classes which will be held monthly.

c) Soil and Water Conservation District

Soil and Water Conservation is working on a cover bedded pack storage project
in Ischua, as well as a cattle stream crossing in the Mansfield. Both of these
projects are through the AEM program. Jake Kelly mentioned that the District is
working to enroll new farms in their AEM program. NYS has increased their
funding to $300,000 per District for the AEM program. Soil and Water
Conservation District is currently applying for Ag Non-Point Source Funding for
three farms in the county for manure storages. The District received funding for
the CAFO ENMP (Enhanced Nutrient and Manure Management Program). The



funding for this program totals $1.9 million, which is being utilized for a covered
and flared manure storage.

d) Southern Tier West

Kim LaMendola discussed the Butcher Training apprenticeship program. She
mentioned that Amy Barkley is working with the Department of Labor on a work
study for the Butcher Training apprenticeship program. The goal right now is to
have people enroll in the apprenticeship program, which is set to start in
September. This will be the first apprenticeship in agriculture in New York State.

6. Open Forum
There was no Open Discussion.

7. Upcoming Meeting

The next meeting is not yet scheduled, however with the County’s Agricultural
District 8-Year Review Period being due this year, the next meeting will be
scheduled to address the Review Period.

8 Adjournment

Jake Kelly motioned to adjourn with a second made by Dan Martonis. Meeting
adjourned at 2:07 PM.



